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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

&- 

Claims,l-6, 8-3 , 13, 14, 16-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sampson et al.(US 6,490,624) 

As per independent claim 1, Sampson et al. teaches in a computing device, a method for 
determining a starting point for an application when a new user session is started, comprising the 
acts of: 

(a) determining an amount of time since a last interaction with the application (col 8, 
lines 54-59); 

(b) comparing an interval of time to the determined amount of time, the interval of time 
being associated with a current user session for the application (col 8, lines 54-59); and 

(c) when the determined amount of time is greater than the interval of time associated 
with the current user session for the application, ending the current user session and starting the 
new user session for the application at the starting point when the application is selected (col 8, 
lines 54-59). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 1, wherein each application running on the computing device is associated with a separate 
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current user session and a separate interval of time (col 8, lines 40-53). The examiner is 
inferring to the fact that user can open up multiple user sessions, which are managed by a group 
of different session managers. 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 1 5 wherein the interval of time represents a maximum period of inactivity for the selected 
application (col 8, lines 54-59). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 1, wherein the interval of time is editable for each application (col 8, lines 40-52). It is 
inherent that the administrator can preset the idle time and the general time. 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 1, further comprising: 

(a) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining an 
amount of time between a last transition of the switch to an off state and a current transition of 
the switch to the on state (col 8, lines 60-67); 

(b) comparing another interval of time to the determined amount of time, the other 
interval of time being associated with a current user session for the switch (col 8, lines 60-67); 
and 

(c) when the determined amount of time is greater than the other interval of time 
associated with the current user session for the switch, ending the current user session for the 
application and starting a new user session for the switch, whereby a selection of the application 
will cause a selected view to be displayed on the computing device and the new user session to 
be started for the selected application (col 8, lines 60-67). 



an 
a 
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As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 1, further comprising: 

(a) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining 
amount of time between a last automatic transition of the computing device to an off state and 
current transition of the switch to the on state (col 8, lines 53-60); 

(b) comparing another interval of time to the determined amount of time, the other 
interval of time being associated with a current user session for the switch (col 8, lines 53-60); 
and 

(c) when the determined amount of time is greater than the other interval of time 
associated with the current user session for the switch, ending the current user session for the 
application and starting a new user session for the switch, whereby a selection of the application 
will cause a selected view to be displayed on the computing device and the new user session to 
be started for the selected application (col 8, lines 53-60). 

As per independent claim 8, Sampson et al teaches in a small computing device, a 
method for displaying a selected view when a new user session is started for one of a plurality of 
applications on the small computing device, comprising the acts of: 

(a) determining an amount of time since a last selection of the application (col 8, lines 54- 

59); 

(b) comparing the determined amount of time for the application to an interval of time 
that is associated with a current user session for the application (col 8, lines 54-59); 

(c) when the determined amount of time for the application is greater than the interval of 
time, ending the current user session for the selected application and starting a new user session 
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for the application when the application is selected, wherein the selected view of the selected 
application is displayed in the new user session (col 8, lines 54-59); 

(d) when a switch for the small computing device is transitioned to an on state, 
determining another amount of time representing a difference between a last transition of the 
switch to an off state and a current transition of the switch to the on state(col 8, lines 60-65); 

(e) comparing another interval of time to the other amount of time, the other interval of time 
being associated with a current user session for the switch (col 8, lines 60-65); and 

(f) when the other amount of time is greater than the other interval of time associated with the 
current user session for the switch, ending each current user session for each application and 
starting a new user session for the switch, wherein each selection of any one of the plurality of 
applications will cause the selected view to be displayed on the small computing device and 
another new user session to be started for the selected application (col 8, lines 60-65). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 8, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 8, further comprising: 

(a) generating a time stamp for each interaction with each application, each time stamp 
being employed to determine the amount of time since the last interaction (col 9, lines 60-67); 
and 

(b) generating another time stamp for each transition of the switch between the on state 
and the off state, each other time stamp being employed to determine the amount of time since 
the last operation of the switch (col 9 5 lines 60-67). 
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As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 8, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 8, wherein each application is associated with a separate selected view (col 9, lines 60-67, 
and col 10, lines 1-5). 

As per claim 14, which is dependent on claim 8 5 Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 13, wherein the selected view is editable for each application (col 8, lines 54-67). 

As per claim 16, which is dependent on claim 8, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 8, wherein the switch is a function switch for the small computing device (col 8, lines 54- 
67). 

As per claim 17, which is dependent on claim 8, Sampson et al. teaches a computer 
readable medium readable by a computing system and encoding a computer program of 
instructions for executing a computer process for displaying a default state when a new user 
session is started for an application on the computing system, comprising: 

(a) determining an amount of time since a last interaction with the application (col 8, lines 54- 
59); 

(b) comparing an interval of time to the determined amount of time, the interval of time being 
associated with a current user session for the application (col 8, lines 54-59); and 

(c) when the determined amount of time is greater than the interval of time, ending the current 
user session for the application and starting the new user session for the application when the 
application is selected, wherein the default state of the application is displayed in the new user 
session on the computing system (col 8, lines 54-59). 

As per claim 18, which is dependent on claim 17, Sampson et al. teaches the computer 
readable medium of Claim 17, further comprising: 
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(a) determining when a switch for the computing system is transitioned to an on state, 
wherein an amount of time is calculated for a difference between a last transition of the switch to 
an off state and a current transition of the switch to the on state (col 8, lines 60-67); 

(b) comparing another interval of time to the calculated amount of time, the other interval 
of time being associated with a current user session for the switch (col 8, lines 60-67); and 

(c) when the calculated amount of time is greater than the other interval of time 
associated with the current user session for the switch, ending the current user session for the 
application and starting a new user session for the switch, wherein a selection of the application 
will cause the default state to be displayed on the computing system and the new user session to 
be started for the selected application (col 8, lines 60-67). 

As per claim 19, which is dependent on claim 17, Sampson et al. teaches a system for 
communicating between a client process and a server process in a computing device, comprising: 

(a) the client process performing actions, including: 

(i) determining an amount of time since a last selection of the application (col 8, lines 53- 
60); and 

(ii) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining 
another amount of time representing a difference between a last transition of the switch to an off 
state and the current transition of the switch to the on state (col 8, lines 53-60); and 

(b) the server process performing actions, including 

(i) comparing the determined amount of time for the application to an interval of time 
that is associated with a current user session for the application (col 8, lines 60-67); 
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(ii) when the determined amount of time for the application is greater than the interval of 
time associated with the current session for the application, ending the current user session and 
starting a new user session for the application when the application is selected, wherein the 
server process causes a selected view of the selected application to be displayed in the new user 
session for the selected application (col 8, lines 60-67); 

(iii) comparing another interval of time to the other amount of time, the other interval of 
time being associated with a current user session for the switch (col 8, lines 60-67); and 

(iv) when the other amount of time is greater than the other interval of time associated 
with the current user session for the switch, ending each current user session for each application 
and starting a new user session for the switch, wherein the server process will cause the selected 
view to be displayed on the computing device and a separate new user session to be started for a 
selection of any one of a plurality applications on the computing device (col 9, lines 25-35). It is 
inherent for a session manger to shut down a plurality of application browsers based on general 
time out. 

As per claim 22, which is dependent on claim 19, Sampson et al. teaches the system of 
Claim 19, wherein the client process generates a time stamp for each interaction with each 
application and each transition of the switch (col 9, lines 53-67). 

As per claim 21, which is dependent on claim 19, it is of the same scope as claim 16. (see 
rejection above). 

As per independent claim 23, Sampson et al. teaches a system for a client-server 
environment in a computing device, the client performing actions, comprising: 
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(a) determining an amount of time since a last selection of an application running on the 
computing device (col 8, lines 53-60); 

(b) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining another 
amount of time representing a difference between a last transition of the switch to an off state 
and the current transition of the switch to the on state (col 8, lines 53-60); and 

(c) enabling the server to perform actions, including: 

(i) comparing the determined amount of time for the application to an interval of time that is 
associated with a current user session for the application (col 8, lines 53-67); 

(ii) when the determined amount of time for the application is greater than the interval of time 
associated with the current session for the application, ending the current user session and 
starting a new user session for the application when the application is selected, wherein the 
server causes a selected view of the selected application to be displayed in the new user session 
for the selected application (col 8, lines 53-67); 

(iii) comparing another interval of time to the other amount of time, the other interval of time 
being associated with a current user session for the switch (col 8, lines 53-67); and 

(iv) when the other amount of time is greater than the other interval of time associated 
with the current user session for the switch, ending each current user session for each application 
and starting a new user session for the switch, wherein the server causes the selected view to be 
displayed on the computing device and a separate new user session to be started for a selection of 
any one of a plurality applications on the computing device (col 9, lines 25-35). It is inherent for 
a session manger to shut down a plurality of application browsers based on general time out. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sampson et al. (US 6,490 5 624) in view of the Gerdisch (US 6,480,727) 

As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 8, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 8. However Sampson et al. doesn't teach wherein the switch is a power switch for the 
small computing device. Gerdisch teaches a power switch for the small computing device (col 
2, lines 4-10). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Gerdisch' s teaching with Sampson et al.'s device in order to provide a method for extending 
battery life in a subscriber unit. 

As per claim 20, which is dependent on claim 19, it is of the same scope as claim 15. (see 
rejection above) 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sampson et al. 
(US 6,490,624) in view of the Aguilar et al. (US 6,430,687) 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 8, Sampson et al. teaches the method of 
Claim 8. However Sampson et al. doesn't teach the method further comprising: 

(a) associating each application with a separate priority value; and 

(b) employing each separate priority value to determine when to stop running each 
application on the small computing device during a period of inactivity. 
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Aguilar et al. teaches a method comprising: 

(a) associating each application with a separate priority value (col 9, lines 42-49); and 

(b) employing each separate priority value to determine when to stop running each 
application on the small computing device during a period of inactivity, (col 9, lines 45-60). It 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Aguilar et al's 
teaching with Sampson et al.'s device in order to reduce the likelihood of saturating network 
capacity. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 1 1, and 12 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Prior art either alone or in combination doesn't show or teach the length of the interval of 
the interval of time is automatically adjusted in proportion to a frequency of operation of the 
switch in combination with other features. 

Conclusion 

The following patent is cited to further show the state of the art with respect to a method 
for user sessions: 

Uehara et al. (US 5,754,798): discloses a computer system with function for controlling 
system configuration and power supply status data. 

Kitagawa (US 6,404,447): discloses a control method for controlling screen saver 
function, apparatus and system adopting the method. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (703) 305-7615. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, KRISTINE L KINCAID can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for 
regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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